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Errors occur in figures in this Report as follows:
On page 4, Uncollected taxes for 1900, amt. should be $90.06.—On page c,
first item under Liabilities should be $17,462.85.—On page 5 Mrs. Noyes'
trust fund including interest should be $207.00.—On page 6 from Police Jus-
tice should be $5 r.00.—On page 7 item Miscellaneous should be $656.59.—
On page 11 footing of Board of Health ape. should be $68.99.—On P^ge n
Item J. S. Smith, Treasurer, should be $3.575.05.—On page 13 item John
Leddy & Co., should be $4.50.—On page 15, item John S. Ladd, street lights
should be $5. 50.—On page 17 Highway District No. i, should be $470.38.—
On same page Highway District No. 2, should be $233. ^7.
Digitized by the Internet Arciiive
in 2010 witii funding from






Treasurer of School District, Treasurer and Librarian of
Library, and Town Clerk
TOWN OF EPPING
FOR THE YEAR ENDING
FEBRUARY 15, 1905
EPPING, N. H.:















MATTHEW HARVEY, PETER LADD,
JAMES R. WRIGHT.
Board of Health,
GEORGE A. GILMORE, A. W. MITCHELL,
A. C. BUSWELL.
School Board,



























Stock in banks and other corporations,









High school, by law, 5^400 ; additional, $400,
Common schools, by law, $1,764; addi-
ional, ;^30o.
Public Library,





















Statement of Town Debt.
LIABILITIES FEBRUARY 15, 1904.
Notes held against the town Feb. 15, 1904, $20,35; 4^
Accrued interest Feb. 15, 1904,
Mrs. Noyes trust fund,
Accrued interest on Mrs. Noyes trust fund,
Lovell J. Brock trust fund,
H. N. Jones "
Mary S. Burnham, "
Balance of 1904 dog licenses,
Total liabilities,
ASSETS.
Cash in hands of Treasurer Feb. 15, 1904, $1,697 04
W. R. Bunker, note,
Due from Matthew Harvey, uncollected taxes,
1900,
Due from Matthew Harvey, uncollected taxes,
1901,
Due from William H. Tilton, uncollected taxes,
1902,
Due from William H. Tilton, uncollected taxes,
1903*
Total assets, Feb. 15, 1904,
Debt of town, Feb. 15, 1904,
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Statement of Town Debt.
LIABILITIES FEBRUARY 15, 1905.
Notes held against the town Feb. 15, 1905, ^17,462 82
Accrued interest on notes, " "
Mrs. Noyes trust fund,
L. J. Brock
"
H. N. Jones "
Mary S. Burnham "
R. H. Smith "
Balance of 1904 dog licenses,
Total liabilities,
ASSETS.
Cash in hands of Treasurer Feb. 15, 1905, $^,393 15
W. R. Bunker, note, 641 00
Due from William H. Tilton, uncollected taxes,
1902, 100 00
. Due from WiUiam H. Tilton, uncollected taxes,
1903, 370 00





Cash in hands of Treasurer, Feb. 15,
Cr.































Irvin F. Norris, wood to J. M. Hayes, ;^4 50
A. D. Brown, burial outfit for J. M. Hayes, 22 00
George F. Folsom, supplies to Sarah Eaton, 81 00
H. C. Hartford, wood to " 675
George H. Macauley, clothing to Hayes children, 7 60
George H. Macauley, shoes to Harris Davis
children, 3 75
John Q. Pike, supplies to Harris Davis children, 8 00
W. R. Morris, " " " 5 00
W. G. Cain, medical aid to county and town poor, 195 00
John Leddy & Co., supplies to Mrs. Hayes, 55 50
Fred Norris, wood, " " i 50
W. R. Morris, supplies, t^ n 8 75
George S. Thompson, wood, " " . 18 00
James F. Knight, " Alfred Witham, 2 50
E. S. Folsom, " " 2 00
John L. True & Son, supplies, *• 39 00
A. D. Brown, burial outfit, " 23 00
George F. Folsom, supplies, Susan Jones, 58 50
John Leddy & Co., " Joseph Turcotte, 5 08
Ladd Bros., wood, " " 2 50
James G. Sinclair, board, Sarah Cofifin, 24 00
W. F. Durgin, board of Marshall King, 12 50
A. D. Brown, burial outfit for Mrs. Martille Fisette, 22 00
John L. True, supplies to Mrs. Smart, 1 2 00
G. F. Folsom, " Charles Metene, 5 81
E. S. Folsom, wood, " " 5 50
A. D. Brown, burial outfit for Mrs. Bennett, 20 00
DEPENDENT SOLDIERS.
Irvin F. Norris, wood to Kate Carrigg, ;^4 So
Fred Norris, " " ' 125
J. F. Knight, " " • 5 25







Willie Hayes, sawing wood, Kate Carrigg, ^i 25
Stephen Bly, « «
Willie Pellen,
Fred Wallace, " «
Isaac Briggs, " «
H. L. Eaton, " «
George H. Macauley, rubbers, " ge
John Q. Pike, supplies, " 48 00
I. F. Norris, wood delivered to Dennis Johnson, 18 00
J. F. Knight, " .. 8 25
H. C. Hartford, " «
13 75
T. C. Folsom, " t( _ ^ ^
3 44
Frank J. Holt, " « e 2-t;
George F. Folsom, suppHes, " 108 00
I. F. Norris, wood to George W. Brackett, 4 50
E. K. Jenness, " " «
7 x'z
H. C. Hartford, " " « j^ cq
Frank
J. Holt, " " " ^ o^
E. S. Folsom, " « « . QQ
John L. True & Son, supplies, " " yg 00
I. F. Norris, wood to Mary A. Clough, 13 00
J. F. Knight, « « « 6 00
H. C. Hartford, " " «
p 25
George F. Folsom, supplies, " « 108 00
" " " Otis Prescott, 40 00
John Q. Pike, « Mrs. Parker, 48 00
John Leddy & Co., " Mrs. A. J. Coffin, 78 00
Joseph E. Knight, wood to Kate Carrigg, 4 00
John Leddy & Co., supplies to Charles Harvey, 32 00
W. F. Durgin, board and care, " 6 00
Joseph E. Knight, wood delivered to " 4 00
Mrs. Joseph Hartford, care of Mrs. Prescott, 1 2 00
John L. True & Son, supplies to " 52 00




John A. Hall, Supervisor, ^8 oo
Matthew Harvey, " 34 oo
William LaFontaine, . , 8 oo
Harry Ladd, i6 oo
Walker H. Stickney, Selectman, from Feb. 15
to March 20, 1904, 22 75
John J. Tilton, Supervisor of school district
check list, 9 00
Edwin C. Sanborn, Supervisor of school district
check list,
George S. Rundlett, Auditor, 1898,
Irvin F. Norris, Selectman, from Feb. 15 to
March 8, 1904,
Edwin S. Folsom, Supervisor of school check list,
A. M. P. Pearson, Ballot Clerk,
Lewis P. Ladd, "
Jenness S. Smith, "
James D. Whittemore, "
Almon L. True, Auditor,
James F. Brown, "
Fred P Knox, Moderator,
" member of School Board,
Joseph A. Edgerly, Selectman,
George A. Gilmore, Town Clerk,
Daniel C. Bartlett, Truant Officer,
Jenness S. Smith, Treasurer, and postage,
Jenness S. Smith, Treasurer of School District,
Edwin S. Folsom, member of School Board,
Stephen E. Swain, Selectman,
Joseph E. Knight, "





Gilbert & Barker, gasoline,
12
Edwin C. Sanborn, supplies,
Edward E. Babb, "
J. H. Hammett,
"
Ginn & Co., '*
MISCELLANEOUS.
C. W. Sanborn, printing town reports,
E. C. Eastman, supplies,
John J. Tilton, bond of Tax Collector and Town
Treasurer,
George F. Folsom, postage stamps,
John Hadlock, castings for road machine,
Fred P. Knox, railroad tickets,
S. E. Swain, repairs on road machine,
Albert M. Perkins Post,
John Leddy & Co., supplies for lockup,
Fred H. Knight, painting hearse,
John J. Tilton, Treasurer of Old Home week,
Joseph A. Edgerly, clearing the river at Til-
ton bridge,
A. P. Godfry, labor and expense on lockup,
George W. Tilton, postage,
Irvin F. Norris, journey to Candia to pay note,
Charles A. Miles, cedar posts.
Page & Bartlett, legal advice for 1 903-1 904,
Charles E. Smith, rebate on taxes,
S. E. Swain, car fare and expense,
George W. Hopkinson, repairs on road machine,
" " blacksmith work,
Mark E. Gile, use of watering trough,
^. C. Buswell, recording deaths,
George A. Gilmore, recording births and deaths,
George A. Gilmore, supplies,
Joseph E. Knight, labor on Smith house,








A. W. Mitchell, recording births and deaths,
" " Fogg donation,
Charles VV. Sanborn, printing,
A. M. P. Pearson, Police Judge,
Cyrus R. Sanborn, labor and expense on Smith
house,
Jay L. Thompson, repairing furnace,
James W. Robinson, labor and expense on
Smith house,
A. D. Brown, insurance,
John Leddy & Co., plaster and supplies,
Jay Thompson, supplies for highways, streets
and Town Hall,
STATE TAX.
Solon A. Carter, State Treasurer, ;?882 oo
COUNTY TAX.
W. H. C. FoUansby, County Treasurer, $2,542 60
PUBLIC LIBRARY.
To Treasurer, $100 00
TRUST FUNDS.
L. B. Greeley, labor on Plumer cemetery, $11 00
John J. Lane, care of H. N. Jones " 3 00
Cyrus R. Sanborn, care of Brock " 2 00
$9
.
Paid on Notes. Paid on Interest.
Hattie V. Shaw, ^536 56 ^45 04
Martha M. Chapman, 73200 2463
John J. Lane, 54 68
Sarah J. Ladd, ^^
Annie E. Gile, „q' 20 00



















M. E. Society, 300 00





Charles W. Sanborn, 600 00
David H. Boynton, 600 00
Elsie A. Swain,
Eleanor Caswell,
George G. Prescott heirs, •
















[,288 56 ^836 49
Total notes and interest, t
TUTnONS.







W. R. Morris, oil, $14 98
John S. Ladd, repairing, 2 25
W. R. Brooks, lighting, 204 25
John S. Ladd, street lights,
5 80
John Leddy & Co., oil, 75 61
POLICE COURT.
Daniel C. Bartlett, expenses, ^106 29
W. R. Brooks, " 12 24
;o2 59
Amount of dog license money for the year ending
Feb. 15, 1905, ^214 41
DOG DAMAGES.
George S. Rundlett, hens, ;?2 50
Fred M. Perkins, " 10 00
Charles A. Miles, " 2 25
W. R. Brooks, goats, 14 00
Daniel C. Bartlett, dog constable, 10 00
Joseph E. Knight, appraising damage, t 20
C. S. Thompson, damage to ducks, 250
M2 45
Balance available for schools, i^iyi 96
POLICE AND CARE OF TRAMPS.
Daniel C. Bartlett, care of tramps, ^126 30





Mark Foss, use of watering trough,
Amos B. Burnham, " " "
Matthew Harvey, Collector, 1900, tax,
u u u l()01, "
W. H. Tilton, Collector, 1 902-1 903, tax,
" " 1904,
ROADS AND BRIDGES.
O. S. Langley, pole and labor on road machine,
John S. Ladd, supplies,
Joseph A. Edgerly, labor,
S. E. Swain, labor on bridges,
John Leddy & Co., cement,
Russell Holt, on Holt lane,
D. C. Bartlett, labor on bridge,
W. R. Bunker, use of team,
E. S. Folsom, bridge plank,
Evelyne A. Folsom, "
Frank J. Holt, labor on bridge,
New England Brick Co., brick,
Mary J. Bartlett, gravel,
George S. Thompson, bridge stringer,
Cyrus R. Sanborn, gravel,
Eliza J. Pike,
"
Ladd Bros., bridge plank,
Joseph E. Knight, gravel,
Frank Chase, bridge plank,
H
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SNOW BILLS, SPRING, 1904.
Joshua Wiggin,

























STEPHEN E. SWAIN, ) Selectmen
JOSEPH A. EDGERLY, [ of
JOSEPH E. KNIGHT, ) Epping.
Epping, N. H., Feb. 15, 1905.
We, the undersigned, Auditors of the Town of Epping, have
examined the foregoing accounts of the Selectmen, Town Treas-
urer, Treasurer of the School District, Treasurer of the Public
Library, Police Justice and Tax Collector, and find them all prop-
erly cast and vouched for,
JAMES F. BROWN, ) . ...
ALMON L. TRUE, f^^^^^^'^^-
Treasurer's Report.
Dr.
Feb. 15, 1904. Balance in my hands, $1,697 04
W. R. Bunker, note, 641 00
Received from Selectmen, 2,804 46
Railroad tax, 740 44
Savings bank tax, i}076 86
Literary fund, 153 45
Proportion of School fund from State, 250 00
High school tuition, 18 71
Town Clerk, dog licenses, 214 41
County, dependent soldiers and pauper claims, 1,168 05
License Commissioners, ij20S 83
VV. R. Bunker, interest on note,' 10 00
Pedlers' licenses, 8 00
Matthew Harvey, on 1900 tax, 90 06
" 1901 " 108 79
William H. Tilton, 1902 " 68 35
" 1903 " 2,530 00
" 1904 " 8,925 00
>2i,7io 45
Cr.
Paid out on Selectmen's orders, ' ^19,676 30
W. R. Bunker, not ^, 641 00
Balance in my hands, i>393 ^5
$21,710 45
JENNESS S. SMITH, Town Treasurer.
Town Clerk's Report.
Received for licenses on Dogs for the year 1904, as follows
78 male dogs, at $2 00,
13 female " " ;^5 00,
4 male " 9 months,
2 male " 8 "
I female dog 8 "




GEORGE A. GILMORE, Town Clerk.
156 00
Police Court Report.
Rockingham, ss., Feb. 14, 1905.
Whole number of cases tried at the Epping PoUce Court for the










Peddling without a license, i
39
Of which 5 were bound over to Superior Court, 19 committed,
4 sentence suspended, 1 1 paid fines and costs.
Amount of fines and costs collected in the Ep-
ping Police Court for the year ending Feb.
14, 1905* ^50 50
Cash on hand, Feb. 15, 1904, 50
ALBERT M. P. PEARSON, Justice.
We, the undersigned Auditors of the Town of Epping, have
examined the accounts of Police Justice, and find them correctly
cast and properly vouched.




To THE Trustees of Epping Free Public Library :
Your Librarian submits the following report for the year ending
February 14, 1905.
Number of books loaned, 2,420
Books donated, 12
Books purchased, 82
Book fines received, ^9 31
Whole number books in Library, IJ265.
Cards issued, 29
Total number cards issued, 75 7
MAE PRESCOTT GILMORE.
Report of the Board of Health.
To THE- Officers 4Nd Citizens of the Town of Epping :
The Board of Health have to report an unusual freedom from
epidemic diseases during the past year, there being less number of
cases than for many years. There have been a number of com-
plaints of unsanitary drains, cess pools, etc., which have been looked
after by the efficient Officer of the Board. In this connection the
Board wish to emphasize the need for greater care in the disposal
of drainage from sinks, baths, etc., and greater care of out-house
vaults. If owners look after these things there will be less com-
plaint and less sickness. The spitting nuisance will soon have to
be looked after more closely and every one having coughs and ex-
pectoration is urged to avoid leaving their sputa in public places or
where contamination or contagion may result. Consumption can
be prevented and sometimes cured.
Citizens are asked to help and urged to be careful.
Respectfully presented,
GEORGE A. GILMORE, ) Board
A. W. MITCHELL, M. D., [ of
A. C. BUSWELL, M. D., ) Health.
School Report.
REPORT OF TREASURER OF EPPING SCHOOL DISTRICT.
RECEIPTS.
Feb. 15, 1904. Balance in my hands, ^139 77




















































Annual statistical report of the School Board for the school year
ending August, 1904.
Whole number of boys enrolled, 140
" " girls " 136
Total, 276
Average membership in all the schools, 213
" attendance, 189
Per cent, of attendance, 88.6
Number of pupils not absent or tardy during year, 3
Average salary per month, 1^32.44
" current expenses for the year, ^i9'3S
" expense for books and supplies, i^o.625
Number of weeks of school, 31
" of official visits of School board, 7
" " " Superinterident, 202
*' of visits by citizens, 352
27
































To THE School Board of Epping :
Gentlemen
:
—Hardly one-half year has elapsed since I took
charge of the Epping schools as Superintendent,—a period of time
too brief to warrant a lengthy report.
It has been my aim to become familiar (i) with the school
organization, (2) with the required course of study, and (3) with
the methods of teaching in the several grades.
During the half year I have visited the schools frequently and
have endeavored to give the help that seemed to be needed. It
has been my purpose to encourage both teacher and pupils, to
commend the good work found in class rooms, to point out kindly
any faults that needed correction, and to suggest plans and methods
that might be of service.
There is no question in my mind that, if the children from the
outside schools could be brought to the village in closed, comforta-
ble conveyances, it would not only be economy but a step
forward in the education of the children. They could then be
mote closely graded ; they would catch the enthusiasm always
gained from numbers and would come under the tutelage of better
trained teachers. This scheme has long passed the experimental
stage. It has been a success from the start and has been in opera-
tion for years in many of the cities and towns around us—Roches-
ter, Dover, and Durham, for example. This, however, is a question
for the School board and parents to decide, not the Superintendent.
THE SCHOOL YEAR.
The ordinary school year in the cities and larger towns of New
Hampshire averages 36 weeks, of 5 days each and of 5 hours per
day,—that is to say, there should be 180 days, or 900 hours, of
school during the average school year. Actually, however, the
Epping schools were in session during the past school year
about 32 weeks instead of 36; or to be more exact, 160 days
instead of 180.
Thoughtful parents will think twice before breaking in upon this
brief period of school time with music lessons, home duties, etc.
All these have a place in the education of a child, but should not
29
be allowed to conflict with the usual school work. If schools were
like many kinds of business, the loss of a few days might work no
great harm, but a pupil must move forward with his class or move
with many breaks, which interfere with progress in his studies.
Hence the importance of absolute regularity in the attendance of
pupils in the public schools.
CONDITION OF THE SCHOOLS.
I want to state frankly here what condition your schools were in
last fall and briefly what we are attempting to do for them.
I examined the pupils personally in every school in the town. I
did this not through written examination and hence at arm's length,
but at the beginning of the fall term, I spent a half day or whole
day in each room, as the case seemed to require ; tested the classes
and found out the extent of their knowledge in each subject. I
then instructed each teacher to start her work where their knowl-
edge ended. This meant in many cases that a class which called
themselves 4th, 5 th or 6th grade, for example, had to begin with
work which should have come the year previous in their training.
It did not seem best at once to announce to the children that
they were labeled, in many instances, a grade in advance of their
actual knowledge. On the contrary it seemed wise to proceed
quietly with the work, building thoroughly on their present founda-
tion. While I am extremely anxious that no pupil shall be held
back in any study, I am equally anxious that no step in a child's
education shall be omitted. Thorough ground work insures thor-
oughness throughout life^
With this in view, I have begun at the bottom of your school
system, believing that the cleansing must begin at its source. As a
result, next fall your first four, possibly five grades, will be on a par
with similar grades anywhere in the state. This much is being ac-
complished without friction or confusion in their work. Changes
—
to be lasting—cannot be made in a day. Time is necessary that
their coming may be a natural growth, rather than a sudden dis-
placement of present conditions. Such changes will retain the
good and eUminate the chaff by the most natural sifting process.
Another year, at least, will be necessary to get the work in Hne
30
throughout the grades. When this is accomplished your children
will complete the grammar work with a first-class equipment for
secondary work. This will admit of a higher standard of work in
your high school and will put it in line for a place on the list of
approved high schools of the state.
WORK OF THE SCHOOLS.
Reading, spelling, writing, and the simple rules of arithmetic are
usually classed as educational " tools," because every pupil must
be provided with these accomplishments before he is able to carry
on his work in any of the usual school studies. These, to my mind,
need more attention in the schools. In the lower grades, therefore,
special attention has been given, for the past few months, to these
fundamental subjects, lest the child's lack of equipment of tools
would practically hinder all progress towards even a common school
education.
" As is the teacher, so is the school," is as true to-day as when
the adage was first uttered. We must have good teachers, and
having them we shall have good schools. If we expend money
freely for public improvements, we should spend it even more
freely for good teachers. The teacher, who inspires her pupils with
a love for learning, who, by her own scholarly attainments, stimu-
lates them to put forth every effort to acquire knowledge, who
arouses in them an ambition to become leaders in whatever line of
work they may choose—such a teacher is worth more than any
town is able to pay for her services.
Schools, provided with such teachers as I have described, would
be a tower of strength in any community, and an object of pride
far worthier than the most costly school buildings. Epping is en-
titled to such schools, but to have them will require the united
efforts of teachers, pupils and school officials, aided by the inteUi-
gent, yet kindly criticism of all who have the good of our schools
at heart.
I append Principal F. T. Johnson's report.
Respectfully submitted,
WILBUR B. SPRAGUE, Superintendent of Schools.
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To THE Superintendent of Schools :
The condition of the High school has advanced along several
lines during the year. For the first time since my acquaintance
with the school, all four classes have been represented, also a
sub-freshman class. The number of pupils has doubled and the
efficiency of the teaching has been greatly increased by the aid of
an assistant. Yet to meet the advancing requirements imposed on
secondary schools for efficient preparation to the colleges of New
England, another assistant will be needed in the near future, and
we trust our school will soon have the patronage that will guaran-
tee the advisability of this move.
We are sorely in need of physical and chemical apparatus, also
reference books for the library. Some additions have been made
to the chemical laboratory from funds obtained from a drama,
*' Hickory Farm," given by the Epping Dramatic Club.
We feel grateful to the parents and citizens for their co-opera-
tion, to the School Board and Superintendent for their assistance,
and we are gratified by the cheerful and courteous demeanor of the
pupils in their work. We believe the school is progressing in
proficiency of work, gradually yet steadily, perhaps fast enough
for wholesome progress.
Respectfully submitted,
FREDERICK T. JOHNSON, Principal.
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